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Statement by India 

Mr. President, 


We thank the two special procedures for their reports but would like to confine our remarks to the report by the Special Rapporteur on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance on the manifestations of defamation of religions. 

2.
We thank the Special Rapporteur, Mr Githu Muigai, for his report in which he has listed cases pertaining to Human Rights Council resolution 13/16 that were brought to his attention. While listing and categorising these cases, the Special Rapporteur has emphasised that he has neither referred to actions taken by concerned Governments with regard to these cases, nor has he taken a position thereon. 
Mr. President,

3.
We share the general concern expressed by the Special Rapporteur in his conclusions and recommendations. However, we would like to express our reservation at the methodology that seems to have been used to list the cases in the report. While the accuracy of the several instances cited in the report are subject to responses by the States concerned, we have been, for instance, able to examine one of the cases mentioned in the report concerning us – a judgment by our Supreme Court that has been referred to in paragraph 51 of the report – and found it to be factually inaccurate. There is simply no such judgment that has been quoted in the paragraph and forms the basis of listing this case in the report. Further, even if some of the instances quoted in the report are accurate, it would be improper to merely list them without an appropriate explanation of the background and the context and the views of the State concerned. We would, therefore, caution against listing of cases without verifying their veracity and request the Special Rapporteur to consider reviewing his methodology.  
Thank you, Mr. President.
***
